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St andar di zi ng Network Mail Headers

One of the deficiences of the current FTP mail protocol is that
it makes no provision for the explicit specification of such
header information as author, title, and date. Many systens
send that information, but each in a different fornmat. One
fairly serious result of this |ack of standardization is that
it’s next to inpossible for a systemor user programto
intelligently process incom ng nail

Al t hough the long-termsolution to the problemis probably to
add commands for specifying such information to the nmai
protocol command space (as suggested in RFC 524 -- 17140,), we
her eby propose a nmore quickly inplenented solution for the
interim

We suggest that the text of network mail, whether transmtted
over the FTP tel net connection (via the MAIL command) or over a
separate data connection (with the MLFL command), be governed by
t he syntax bel ow

Exanpl e:

From Wiite at SRI-ARC

Date: 24 JUL 1973 1527- PDT

Subject: Multi-Site Journal Meeting Announcemnent
NIC. 17996

At 10 AM Wednesday 25-JULY there will be a neeting
to discuss a Multi-Site Journal in the context of
the Uility. Y all be here.

For mal Synt ax:

<mai | t ext > <header > <CRLF> <nessage>

<header > = <headeritenr ! <headeritenr <header>
<headeritenp = <itenr <CRLF>
<itenp = <authoritenr ! <dateitenpr !

<subj ectiten> ! <miscitenp
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FROM <SP> <user> <SP> AT <SP> <host >
DATE: <SP> <date> <SP> <tine> - <zone>
SUBJECT: <SP> <l i ne>

<keyword> : <SP> <line>

<aut horitene
<dateitenp :
<subj ectitenr ::
<m scitenp

<dat e> <vdate> ! <tdate>
<vdat e> <dayof nont h> <SP> <vnont h> <SP> <vyear >
<t dat e> = <tnonth> / <dayof nonth> / <tyear>
<dayof nont h> = one or two decimal digits
<vnont h> =JAN! FEB! MAR ! APR ! MAY ! JUN !
JUL ! AUG! SEP ! OCT ! NOV ! DEC
<t mont h> = one or two decimal digits
<vyear > = four decimal digits
<tyear> = two decinmal digits
<zone> =EST! EDT! CST! CDT ! MST ! MNDT !
PST ! PDT ! GvII | GDT
<time> = four decimal digits
<user > = <word>
<host > = a standard host nane
<message> = <line> <CRLF> ! <line> <CRLF> <nessage>
<keywor d> = <word>
<line> = a string containing any of the 128 ASCI
characters except CR and LF
<wor d> = a string containing any of the 128 ASCI
characters except CR, LF, and SP
<CRLF> = CR LF
<SP> = space

Pl ease note the foll ow ng

(1) <authoritenr, <dateitenr, and <subjectitenmr may each
appear at nost once in <header>; <misciten> nmay occur any
nunber of times. The order of <authoritenr, <dateitenp,
and <subjectitenr is insignificant, but they nust proceed
all occurrences of <m scitenp.

(2) The case (upper or |lower) of keywords -- specifically,
"FROM , ' DATE', ' SUBJECT' ,’' AT, <host>, <zone>, <vnonth>
and <keyword> -- is insignificant. Although 'FROM, for

exanpl e, appears in upper-case in the formal syntax above,
in the header of an actual nessage it nay appear as ’'From
(as in the exanple), or "from, or 'FrQm, etc.

(3) No attenpt has been made to |l egislate the format of
<user >, except to exclude spaces fromit.

(4) The tine has no internal punctuation.

(5) No provision is made for nultiple authors.

We reconmend that nmil-sendi ng subsystens which prefix header
information to the text of the user’s nessage be nodified
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appropriately, and that other hosts reconmend the above
conventions to their users.






