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The Organi zations Involved in the | ETF Standards Process
Status of this Meno

Thi s docunment specifies an Internet Best Current Practices for the
Internet Conmunity, and requests di scussion and suggestions for
i nprovenents. Distribution of this meno is unlimted.

Abstract

Thi s docunment describes the individuals and organizations involved in
the IETF. This includes descriptions of the IESG the | ETF Wrking
Groups and the relationship between the | ETF and the |nternet

Soci ety.

1. Documents controlling the process
1.1 The I ETF Standards Process

The process used by the Internet community for the standardization of
protocols and procedures is described in [B]. That docunent defines
the stages in the standardi zati on process, the requirenents for
nmovi ng a docunent between stages and the types of docunents used
during this process. It also addresses the intellectual property
rights and copyright issues associated with the standards process.

2. Key individuals in the Process

2.1 The Request for Comments Editor
The RFC publication series [B] is managed by an Editor (which may in
practice be one or nore individuals) responsible both for the
mechani cs of RFC publication and for upholding the traditionally high
technical and editorial standards of the RFC series.
The functions of the RFC Editor are perforned by one or nore

i ndi vidual s or organizations selected in accordance with the
procedures defined by the RFC Editor charter [(F.
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2.2 The Working G oup Chair

Each 1 ETF Wirking Group is headed by a chair (or by co-chairs) with
the responsibility for directing the group’s activities, presiding
over the group’s neetings, and ensuring that the conmtnments of the
group with respect to its role in the Internet standards process are
met. In particular, the Ws chair is the formal point of contact
between the WG and the I1ESG via the Area Director of the area to
which the WG i s assi ghed.

The details on the selection and responsibilites of an | ETF Wrki ng
G oup chair can be found in [A].

2.3 The Docunent Editor

Most | ETF Worki ng Groups focus their efforts on a docunent, or set of
docunents, that capture the results of the group’s work. A Wrking
Group general ly designates a person or persons to serve as the Editor
for a particular docunent. The Docunent Editor is responsible for
ensuring that the contents of the docunment accurately reflect the
deci sions that have been nade by the working group.

As a general practice, the Wrking Goup Chair and Docunent Editor
positions are filled by different individuals to help ensure that the
resulting docunents accurately reflect the consensus of the Wrking
Group and that all processes are foll owed.

3. Key organi zations in the Process

The followi ng organi zati ons and organi zational roles are involved in
the I nternet standards process. Contact information is contained in
Appendi x A.

3.1 Internet Engineering Task Force

The I nternet Engineering Task Force (I ETF) is an open international
comuni ty of network designers, operators, vendors and researchers
concerned with the evolution of the Internet architecture and the
snooth operation of the Internet. It is the principal body engaged
in the devel opnent of new Internet Standard specifications.

3.2 | ETF Worki ng G oups

The technical work of the IETF is done in its Wrking G oups, which
are organi zed by topics into several Areas (e.g., routing, network
managenent, security, etc.) under the coordination of Area Directors.
Wor ki ng Groups typically have a narrow focus and a |lifetinme bounded
by conpletion of a specific task.
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For all purposes relevant to the Internet Standards devel opment
process, menbership in the IETF and its Wirking Groups is defined to
be established solely and entirely by individual participation in

| ETF and Working Group activities. Participation in the IETF and its
Working Groups is by individual technical contributors rather than by
formal representatives of organizations.

Anyone with the tine and interest to do so is entitled and urged to
participate actively in one or nore | ETF Working G oups and to attend

| ETF nmeetings which are held three tines a year. 1In nost cases
active Wirking Group participation is possible through electronic
mai | alone. Internet video conferencing is also being used to all ow

for renote participation

To ensure a fair and open process, participants in the ETF and its
Wor ki ng Groups nust be able to disclose, and nust disclose to the
Working Goup chairs any relevant current or pending intellectual
property rights that are reasonably and personally known to the
participant if they participate in discussions about a specific

t echnol ogy.

New Wor ki ng Groups are established within the | ETF by explicit
charter. The guidelines and procedures for the formation and
operation of |ETF working groups are described in detail in [A]

A Working Goup is managed by one or nore Wrking G oup chairs (see

section 2.2). It nmay also include editors of docunents that record

the group’s work (see section 2.3). Further details of Wrking G oup
operation are contained in [A]

| ETF Working Groups display a spirit of cooperation as well as a high
degree of technical maturity; |ETF participants recognize that the
greatest benefit for all nenbers of the Internet conmunity results
from cooperative devel opnent of technically superior protocols and
servi ces.

3.3 | ETF Secretari at

The admini strative functions necessary to support the activities of
the | ETF are performed by a Secretariat consisting of the | ETF
Executive Director and his or her staff. The | ETF Executive Director
is the formal point of contact for matters concerning any and al
aspects of the Internet standards process, and is responsible for
mai ntai ning the formal public record of the Internet standards
process [ B].
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3.4 Internet Society

The Internet Society (1SOC) is an international organization
concerned with the growth and evol uti on of the worl dwi de Internet and
with the social, political, and technical issues that arise fromits
use. The ISOC is an organization with individual and organizati onal
menbers. The ISOC is managed by a Board of Trustees elected by the
wor | dwi de i ndi vi dual nenber shi p.

I nternet standardi zation is an organi zed activity of the 1SOC, with
the Board of Trustees being responsible for ratifying the procedures
and rules of the Internet standards process [B].

The way in which the nenbers of the | SOC Board of Trustees are
sel ected, and other matters concerning the operation of the Internet
Society, are described in the 1SOC By Laws [(].

3.5 Internet Engineering Steering G oup

The I nternet Engineering Steering Goup (IESG is the part of the
Internet Society responsible for the nmanagenent of the | ETF techni cal
activities. It admnisters the Internet Standards process according
to the rules and procedures defined in [B]. The IESGis responsible
for the actions associated with the progression of technical
specification along the "standards track" including the initial
approval of new Working Groups and the final approval of
specifications as Internet Standards. The IESG is conposed of the

| ETF Area Directors and the chair of the I ETF, who al so serves as the
chair of the | ESG

The menbers of the | ESG are nom nated by a nom nations comittee (the
Nontom), and are approved by the 1AB. See [E] for a detailed
description of the Noncom procedures. Other matters concerning its
organi zati on and operation, are described in the I ESG charter [does
not yet exist].

3.6 Internet Architecture Board

The Internet Architecture Board (1 AB) is chartered by the Internet
Soci ety Trustees to provide oversight of the architecture of the
Internet and its protocols. The |IAB appoints the IETF chair and is
responsi bl e for approving other |ESG candi dates put forward by the

| ETF noninating commttee. The 1AB is al so responsible for review ng
and approving the charters of new Wrking Goups that are proposed
for the | ETF.

The | AB provi des oversight of the process used to create Internet
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St andards and serves as an appeal board for conplaints of inproper
execution of the standards process [B]. In general it acts as source
of advice to the IETF, the | SOC and the | SOC Board of Trustees
concerning technical, architectural, procedural, and policy matters
pertaining to the Internet and its enabling technol ogies.

The nmenbers of the | AB are nonminated by a nominations conmittee (the
Nontom), and are approved by the | SOC board. See [E] for a detailed
description of the Noncom procedures. The nmenbership of the | AB
consi sts of nenbers selected by the Noncom process and the | ETF chair
sitting as a ex-officio menber. O her matters concerning its

organi zati on and operation, are described in the I1AB charter [D].

3.7 Internet Assigned Nunbers Authority

Many protocol specifications include nunbers, keywords, and ot her
paraneters that nust be uniquely assigned. Exanples include version
nunbers, protocol nunbers, port nunbers, and M B nunbers. The

I nternet Assigned Nunbers Authority (1 ANA) is responsible for

assi gning the values of these protocol paraneters for the Internet.
The | ANA publishes tables of all currently assigned nunbers and
paranmeters in RFCs entitled "Assigned Nunbers” [E]. The | ANA
functions as the "top of the pyram d" for DNS and | nternet Address
assi gnnment establishing policies for these functions.

The functions of the I ANA are perforned by one or nore individuals or
organi zations selected in accordance with the procedures defined by
the I ANA charter [F].

3.8 Internet Research Task Force

The Internet Research Task Force (IRTF) is not directly involved in
the I nternet standards process. It investigates topics considered to
be too uncertain, too advanced, or insufficiently well-understood to
be the subject of Internet standardization. Wen an |IRTF activity
generates a specification that is sufficiently stable to be

consi dered for Internet standardization, the specification is
processed through the | ETF using the rules in this docunent.

The | RTF i s conmposed of individual Wrking Goups, but its structure
and node of operation is nuch less formal than that of the | ETF, due
in part to the fact that it does not participate directly in the

I nternet standards process. The organization and program of work of
the IRTF is overseen by the Internet Research Steering Goup (IRSG,
whi ch consists of the chairs of the | RTF Worki ng Groups. Details of
the organi zation and operation of the IRTF and its Wrking G oups may
be found in [H].
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4. Security Considerations
Security is not addressed in this meno.
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Appendi x A - Contact Information
|ETF - ietf@etf.org, http://ww.ietf.org
| ESG - iesg@etf.org, http://ww.ietf.org/iesg.htm
|AB - iab@etf.org, http://ww.iab.org/iab
RFC Editor - rfc-ed@si.edu, http://ww.isi.edu/rfc-editor

| ANA - iana@ana.org, http://ww.iana.org/iana/
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