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Net wor k Dat a Managenent Conmittee Meeting Announcenent

The data managenent di scussions at the recent NWG neeting resulted in
the formation of a Network Data Managenent Conmittee to be chaired by
Doug McKay, IBM The purpose of the conmittee, as stated in RFC 146
is:

(a) to classify the issues involved and to propose
vari ous approaches;

(b) to integrate the hitherto i ndependent network
activities that address problenms in the area of data
sharing; and

(c) to set up and coordinate appropriate experinents
to test the services devel oped and to eval uate
al ternative approaches.

An informal meeting was hel d Wednesday norning, 19 May to estab- lish an
approach for achieving the above objectives. The attendees were:

Peggy Karp M TRE

Doug McKay | BM

Tom O Sul |i van Rayt heon

Ari dlikainin UCLA

Dr. Larry Roberts ARPA

Dick Wnter CCA

Due to an overlap with a file transfer conmttee neeting, nmenbership of
the data nanagenent conmittee was not established.

A deci sion was nade to hold a data nmanagenent neeting at CCA in
Canbridge prior to the next general NWs neeting. The structure and
format of the neeting will be simlar to that of the network graphics
neeting (RFC 87); that is, the price of adm ssion for an organi zation is
a wor ki ng paper on one or nore of the areas chosen for discussion,
acconpani ed by an oral presentation.
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The neeting will provide an opportunity for varying viewpoints on
network data sharing to be expressed. The essential issues will be
educed, thus fulfilling the commttee's objective (a). Conpre- hensive
pl ans for attaining objectives (b) and (c) can then be established. W
expect that responsibilities for carrying out objectives (b) and (c)
will be assumed by interested conmittee nmenbers.

One of the original objectives of the nmeeting was to elicit coments on
the data | anguage for the data conmputer, follow ng a presentation of
desi gn specifications by CCA. Due to a change in scheduling at CCA

they will discuss the facilities to be provided by the data conputer
rather than | anguage itself. Therefore neeting participants will have
an opportunity to provide input to the | anguage design which will be

specifically directed at provision of the facilities.
Sone suggested topics for position papers are:

(a) phil osophical discussion on conmputer network
data sharing;

(b) syntactic and senantic considerations for data
description and access | anguages;

(c) approaches for the integration of data handling
servi ces al ready avail abl e;

(d) experinentation nethodol ogy for eval uating
alternative data sharing techni ques;

(e) information content and structure of a network
data directory; and

(f) operational or control protocol

Any or all of the above topics can be addressed in a single paper.

O her ideas for position paper topics can be gl eaned from RFC #s 144 and
146. Many of the comments nade at the data nanagenent session, 18 My,
at the NWG neeting (RFC 164, pp. 26-29) can be expanded and expounded
upon.

Posi ti on papers should be submitted ti Doug McKay by 16 July (received
no later than 19 July). A neeting agenda, copies of all subnmitted
papers, and a background bi bliography will be distributed to al
participants by 23 July. The neeting will be held at CCA, 565

Technol ogy Square, Canbridge, Mass. from 2 August until 4 August. Al
partici pants should contact Marty G nsberg, CCA (617-491-3670) by 16
July for hotel reservations.
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