Net wor k Wor ki ng Group | SOC Board of Trustees
Request for Comments: 2134 | SCC
Cat egory: Informational April 1997

ARTI CLES OF | NCORPORATI ON
OF
I NTERNET SCOClI ETY

Status of this Meno

This meno provides information for the Internet community. This neno
does not specify an Internet standard of any kind. Distribution of
this meno is unlimted.

Abstract

These are the articles of incorporation of the Internet Society.
They are published for the information of the | ETF community at the
request of the poisson working group.

1. 1SCC articles of incorporation

To: Departnent of Consumer and Regul atory Affairs
Washi ngton, D.C. 20001

W, the undersigned natural persons of the age of eighteen years
or nore, acting as incorporators of a corporation, adopt the
follow ng Articles of Incorporation for such corporation pursuant to
the District of Colunbia Non-Profit Corporation Act:

1. The name of the corporation is Internet Society.
2. The period of its duration is perpetual.

3. The purpose or purposes for which the corporation is organi zed are
as foll ows:

To be a non-profit corporation (w thout capital stock), which
shal | be operated exclusively for educational, charitable and
scientific purposes. Such educational, charitable, and scientific
pur poses shall include carrying on activities:

A. To facilitate and support the technical evolution of the
Internet as a research and education infrastructure, and to
stinmulate the involvenment of the scientific conmunity,

i ndustry, government and others in the evolution of the
| nt er net;
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B. To educate the scientific community, industry and the public at
| arge concerning the technol ogy, use and application of the
| nt ernet;

C. To pronote educational applications of Internet technol ogy for
the benefit of governnent, colleges and universities, industry,
and the public at |arge;

D. To provide a forumfor exploration of new Internet
applications, and to stinmulate collaboration anong
organi zations in their operational use of the global Internet.

To exercise all the powers conferred upon corporations formnmed
under the District of Colunbia Non-Profit Corporation Act in order
to acconplish the corporation’s educational, charitable and
scientific purposes; and to take other actions necessary or
convenient to effect any or all of the purposes for which the
corporation is organi zed.

The corporation shall not issue any capital stock.

The corporation shall have classes of nenbers, and the
qgualifications and rights of the nenbers, including any right to
vote, shall be as provided in the by-Iaws.

The board of directors of the corporation shall be known as the
Board of Trustees. Except for the initial Board of Trustees, whose
names are set forth in these Articles of Incorporation, the manner
in which the Trustees are to be el ected or appointed shall be as
provided in the by-Iaws.

Provi sions for the regulation of the internal affairs of the
corporation, including provisions for the distribution of assets
on dissolution or liquidation, are:

A. No part of the net earnings of the corporation shall inure to
the benefit of, or be distributable to, any of the Trustees or
of ficers or nenbers of the corporation, or any other person
except that the corporation shall be authorized and enpowered
to pay reasonabl e conpensation for services rendered. No
substantial part of the activities of the corporation shall be
the carrying on of propaganda, or otherw se attenpting, to
i nfluence | egislation. The corporation shall not participate
in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distributing
of statenments), any political canpaign on behalf of any
candi date for public office.
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B. The Articles of Incorporation may be anended by the affirmative
vote of at least four-fifths of the menbers of the Board of
Trustees then in office, except that unani nmous consent of the
menbers of the Board of Trustees then in office shall be
required for any anmendrment of this Article 7.

C. Upon the liquidation, dissolution, or winding up of the
corporation, after all of its liabilities and obligations have
been paid, satisfied and di scharged, or adequate provision has
been nmade therefor, all of the assets of the corporation shal
be distributed exclusively for such educational, charitable and
scientific purposes as the Trustees (or such other persons as
may be in charge of liquidation) shall determ ne, provided that
such distributions shall be nade to one or nore organi zations
which qualify as exenpt organi zati ons under Section 501(c)(3)
of the United States Internal Revenue Code as anended (or
correspondi ng provisions of any future United States | nternal
Revenue | aw).

8. The address, including street and nunber, of the initial
regi stered office of the corporation is c/o C T Corporation
System 1030 15th Street, N. W, Wshington, D.C. 20005, and the
nane of its initial registered agent at such address is C T
Cor poration System

9. The nunber of Trustees constituting the initial Board of Trustees
of the corporation is fourteen, and the nanmes and addresses,
i ncluding street and nunber, if any, of the persons who are to
serve as the initial Trustees until the first annual rmneeting or
until their successors be elected and qualify are:

Charles N Brownstein
Nat i onal Sci ence Foundati on
1800 G Street, N W
Washi ngt on, DC 20550

Vinton G Cerf

CNRI

1895 Preston Wiite Drive, Suite 100
Reston, Virginia 22091

A. Lyman Chapin

Bolt Beranek & Newmran

70 Fawcett Street

Canbri dge, Massachusetts 02138
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Ira Fuchs

Princeton University

220 Nassau Hal |

Princeton, New Jersey 08544

Frode G eisen
UNI - C, Technical University
Lyngby, DK 2800, Denmark

Ceof f Huston

Australian Academ ¢ and Research Network
P.O. Box 1142

Canberra, ACT 2601, Australia

Robert E. Kahn
1895 Preston Wiite Drive, Suite 100
Reston, Virginia 22091

Tomaz Kalin

RARE Secretari at

466 - 468 S| NGEL

Anst erdam Net herl ands

Kenneth M King

EDUCOM

1112 16th Street, N.W, Suite 600
Washi ngt on, DC 20036

Law ence H. Landweber

Uni versity of Wsconsin
1210 W Dayton Street
Madi son, Wsconsin 53706

Kees Neggers

SURFnet bv

Godebal dkwartier 24

3511 DX Utrecht, Netherl ands

M chael M Roberts

EDUCOM

1112 16th Street, N W, Suite 100
Washi ngt on, DC 20036

Ant hony M Rut kowski

Sprint International

12490 Sunrise Valley Drive
Reston, Virginia 22096
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10. The nane and address,
each incorporator is:

NANVE

Robert E. Kahn

Kenneth M King

Juer gen Harns

2. Security Considerations

I ncor poration April 1997

i ncluding street and nunber, if any, of

ADDRESS

1895 Preston Wiite Drive
Reston, Virginia 22091

1112 16th Street, N W
Washi ngton, DC 20036

24 rue Ge’' ne'ral Dufour
Geneva CH- 1204, Switzerl and

Docunents of this type do not directly inpact the security of the
its applications.

Internet infrastructure or

3. Author’s Address

Internet Society Board of Trustees

I nternet Society

12020 Sunrise Vally Drive - Suite 210
Rest on, VA

USA

phone: +1 703 648 9888

f ax: +1 703 638 9887

email: isoc-trustees@soc.org
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