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Abstract
This is the text of the Menorandum of Understandi ng (MoU) that was
signed by ICANN, the I ETF, the ITU T, WBC and ETSI on July 14, 1999
in Gslo. This MoU creates the Protocol Support O ganization (PSO
within the Internet Corporation for Assigned Nanes and Nunbers
(ICANN). This MU was devel oped by representatives of the | ETF, |TU,

WBC, ETSI, and ICANN with the hel p of Jorge Contreras of Hale and
Dorr.

MVEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDI NG
July 14, 1999
| CANN Prot ocol Supporting Organization

(1) Purpose and Scope

(a) The Protocol Support Organization (PSO wll be a consensus-
based advisory body within the | CANN frameworKk.

(b) The PSOwill establish a "Protocol Council" and host an
annual open neeting (the "General Assenbly").

(c) The purpose of this Menorandum of Understanding (MOU) is to
establish a set of principles that | CANN and the Standards
Devel opment Organi zati ons who have signed bel ow (the Signing
SDOs) will use in forming and operating the PSO
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(2) Conposition and Action of Protocol Counci
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(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

Size. Each Signing SDO wi |l appoint two (2) nmenbers to the
Prot ocol Council, each such nmenber to serve for a time period
det erm ned by such Si gning SDO.

Each Signing SDO shall be responsible for choosing its
menbers of the Protocol Council in a manner of its own
choosing, and in accordance with its own open procedures.
Each Signing SDO may renove or replace one or both of its
menbers on the Protocol Council in its discretion. Each
Si gning SDO nust notify the Protocol Council Secretary and
| CANN when it changes its nmenbers and, in addition, nust
ratify its choices at |east annually.

Sel ection and Appointnment. Concurrently with the posting of
notice of the date of the annual neeting of the PSO Genera
Assenmbly on the PSO Wb Site, | CANN and the Protocol Counci
shal |l make an open call for nominations to any potenti al
vacanci es on the Protocol Council. Any nom nations received
will be forwarded to the Signing SDOs eligible to appoint
menbers (i.e., they do not already have two nenbers on the
Protocol Council) for their consideration

Action by Protocol Council. Unless otherw se specified in
this MU, all actions of the Protocol Council shall be taken
by majority vote of the total number of nenbers. Action nmay
be taken at any neeting of the Protocol Council, which nay be
by tel ephone conference in which all participants can hear
the others. Meetings of the Protocol Council may be called
by request of any three nmenbers of the Protocol Council, with
at | east 45 days for physical nmeetings or fifteen (15) days
for telephonic or other electronic neetings prior witten
notice to each of the other nenbers. |In order to conduct

busi ness at any neeting of the Protocol Council, at |east a
quorum of nenbers nust be present; a quorum shall be present
when at least majority of the nenbers of the Protocol Counci
are present, and when such nmenbers represent at |east 3/4ths
of the Signing SDCs.

Wb Site. The Protocol Council will arrange for the
establ i shment and mai ntenance of a Web site devoted to PSO
activities and news.

Secretary. The Protocol Council wll have a Secretary to
coordinate adm nistrative matters relating to the PSO and
Protocol Council. The Secretary’'s termof office shall be
one year. The position of Secretary will rotate anobng the
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(3)

(4)
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Signing SDOs, with the initial Secretary to be selected by
the | ETF, and subsequent Secretaries to be appointed by a
randomy sel ected Signing SDO that has not appointed the
Secretary in the current rotation

No Conpensation. Neither the Secretary, nor any Protocol
Counci | nenber or designated | CANN Board nenber shall be
entitled to any conpensation or reinbursenent of expenses
fromthe PSO The PSO shall not be required to obtain

i nsurance coverage for, or to indemify, the nmenbers of the
Protocol Council or persons acting in any other capacity by
or for the PSO

| CANN Directors

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Dut i

(a)

The Protocol Council will appoint Directors to the | CANN
Board of Directors in accordance with the By-laws of | CANN
for such ternms as are specified by such By-laws. | CANN will
notify the Protocol Council of any vacancies on the | CANN
Board which may be filled by the Protocol Council

The Protocol Council will conduct an open call for

nom nations for any open PSO seats on the | CANN Board. Each
Signing SDOis entitled to nom nate candi dates by procedures
of its own choosing. Additionally, nom nations fromthe
public at large will be allowed under conditions to be
defined by the Protocol Council. The Protocol Council wll
sel ect the PSO nom nees to the | CANN Board from anpbng these
nom nees. | CANN Directors selected by the Protocol Counci
may, but need not, be nenbers of the Protocol Council or any
SDO.

No nore than 2 PSO nom nated Directors nmay be residents of
t he same Geographic Region (as defined in the | CANN By-1aws).

The | CANN Di rectors appointed by the Protocol Council will
not represent the PSO on the | CANN Board, but will function
as full Directors of | CANN

es of Protocol Counci
Advi sory Role. The Protocol Council wll advise the | CANN
Board on matters referred to the Protocol Council by the

| CANN Board relating to the assignnent of parameters for
I nternet protocols.
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(b) Policy Devel opnent

(i) In the tradition of the Internet, standards devel opment
policies and conflict resolution nmechani snms shoul d be
created and utilized by those institutions nost
directly involved, w thout undue interference from
centralized bodies.

(ii) The ICANN By-laws vest in the PSO the primary
responsibility for devel opi ng and reconmendi ng
substantive policies in the area of protocol parameter
assi gnnent .

(iii) The PSOis conmitted to the proposition that policies
for parameter assignments for particular protocols are
the responsibility of the individual Signing SDO that
devel oped t he protocol

(iv) The Protocol Council, and, when requested, | CANN, will
be avail able as needed by the Signing SDOs to devel op
pol i cies and procedures for conflict resolution between
Si gni ng SDCs.

(v) Any such policies and procedures will be adopted only
with the agreenent of all SDGCs.

(5) Annual Open Meeting

(a) The Protocol Council wll periodically convene an open
nmeeting ("CGeneral Assenbly") for pronoting discussion and
receiving input regarding the work of the PSO

(b) A General Assenmbly will be held at |east once per year, and
will permt open participation by all interested individuals.

(c) Each annual Ceneral Assenbly will be hosted by a Signing SDO
in conjunction with one of its mmjor neetings, as determ ned
by the Protocol Council (with an effort to hold no 2
consecutive CGeneral Assenblies in the sanme Ceographic
Regi on.)

(d) It is expected that the major organi zations within the
Internet protocol standards devel opment conmunity will
provi de the constituency of the General Assenbly.

(6) Open Proceedi ngs and Docunents

(a) Conmuni cations between | CANN and the Protocol Council. Al
of ficial comrunications between | CANN and t he Protocol
Council will be made public on the PSO web site. In the

event that | CANN requests that a conmunication be kept
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(7)

(8)

Br adner

confidential, the Protocol Council will honor this request
for a fixed period of tine not to exceed one year, and then
make the conmuni cation public.

(b) Protocol Council Proceedings. Al neetings of the Protocol
Council and official discussions of Protocol Council business
will be conducted or reported on a publicly-archived nailing
list accessible through the PSO web site.

(c) Meeting Announcenents. The schedul e and agenda for the PSO
General Assenbly will be posted on the PSO Wb Site at | east
90 days in advance of the neeting date. Notice of Protoco
Council neetings will be posted on the PSO Wb at |east 45
days before each physical neeting or fifteen (15) days before
any tel ephonic or other electronic neeting, or such shorter
time period agreed upon by each of the Signing SDOs. The
mnutes fromall PSO nmeetings will be publicly posted on the
PSO web site within 30 days of the neeting.

Revi ew and Modification of MU | CANN and the Signing SDOs wl |
periodically review the results and consequences of their
cooperation under this MOU.  Wen appropriate, the signatories
will consider the need for inprovenents in the MOU and make

sui tabl e proposals for nodi fying and updati ng the arrangenents
and scope of the MOU. Any nodification to the MOU nust be
approved by all signatories.

St andar ds Devel opnent Organi zati ons

(a) The initial signatories to this MOU shall include | CANN and
the Signing SDOs who have signed below. Each Signing SDO
must be an international, Internet-related standards
devel opnent organi zation that establishes that it neets the
criteria for SDOs set forth bel ow

(i) SDOs nust be open, international, voluntary technica
standard and techni cal specification devel opnent
or gani zati ons whi ch:

(A) Devel op standards and/or specifications for use
over the public Internet.

(B) Can denonstrate active menbership in the IP-rel ated
standards and/ or specification devel opnment process
of nmore than 800 individuals, if individual
menber shi ps are used by the organi zation, or 80
conpani es, if corporate nenberships are used by the
or gani zati on.
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(C Has been in operation for 3 or nore years at the
time of their application.

(D) Can denonstrate that there is significant
depl oynment of its standards on the Internet.

(E) The significant protocols controlled by the
organi zation can be inplenmented without paying a
licensing fee to the organi zation

Open, international, voluntary standards organi zations
are defined as international organizations that plan,
devel op or establish voluntary standards. An

organi zati on shall be considered open and international
if its standards and/or specifications devel opnent
process is open to any person or organization of any
nationality on equitable ternms. An organization shal
be considered voluntary if it makes no claimto conpel
use of its standards and specifications. Additionally,
to be considered 'international’, an organization' s
voting (or other "full"™) menbership nust include

i ndi viduals or conpanies primarily located in at | east
three different Geographic Regions and at |east two
different countries within each of those Geographic
Regi ons.

gnatories

Any organi zation that believes it satisfies the SDO
qualifications set forth above may apply in witing to
the Protocol Council to beconme a party to this MU

In order for an organization to becone a party to this
MOU, all then-existing MOU signatories must agree that
such organi zation qualifies as an SDO

Rej ected applicants can appeal to the | CANN Board,

whi ch may override such a rejection if the | CANN Board
finds, by at least a two-thirds vote, that the

organi zation neets the SDO criteria set forth above.

Any organi zation that is accepted as an SDO under this
MOU rmust execute a copy of this MU, and agree to be
bound by all of its ternms and conditions, upon which it
shall be considered a Signing SDO for all purposes
under this MoU.
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(9) General. This MOU does not constitute any of the parties as
a partner, joint venture, agent, principal or franchisee of
any other party. The waiver of any provision of this MOU on
any occasion shall not constitute a waiver for purposes of
any other occasion. No party may transfer or assign any
interest, right or obligation arising under this MOU w t hout
the prior witten consent of each other party to this MU

IN WTNESS WHEREOF, this Menorandum of Understanding is executed
this 14 day of July 1999 by the undersigned, acting through their
duly authorized representatives:

| NTERNET CORPORATI ON FOR ASS|I GNED NAMES AND NUMBERS
By: (signature)
Name: M chael W Roberts
Title: InterimPresident / CEO

| NTERNET ENG NEERI NG TASK FORCE
By: (signature)
Nane: Fredrick J. Baker
Title: Chair, |ETF

| NTERNATI ONAL TELECOVMUNATI ONS UNI ON
By: (signature)
Narme: Houlin Zhao, on behalf of Secretary-General of |TU
Title: Director, TSB

WORLD W DE WEB CONSORTI UM
By: (signature)
Name: Henrik Frystyk Niel sen
Title: HITP Activity Lead

EUROPEAN TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS STANDARDS | NSI TI TUTE
By: (signature)
Narme: Bridget Cosgrave
Title: Deputy Director Cenera
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Security Considerations

This type of non-protocol docunent does not directly effect the
security of the Internet.

Edi tor’'s Address

Scott Bradner

Harvard University
1350 Mass Ave, rm 876
Canbri dge, MA

02138

USA

Phone: +1 617 495 3864
EMai | : sob@arvard. edu
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Ful I Copyright Statenent
Copyright (C) The Internet Society (1999). Al Rights Reserved.

Thi s docunent and translations of it nmay be copied and furnished to
ot hers, and derivative works that comment on or otherw se explain it
or assist inits inplenentation may be prepared, copied, published
and distributed, in whole or in part, without restriction of any

ki nd, provided that the above copyright notice and this paragraph are
i ncluded on all such copies and derivative works. However, this
docunent itself may not be nodified in any way, such as by renoving
the copyright notice or references to the Internet Society or other
I nternet organi zati ons, except as needed for the purpose of
devel opi ng I nternet standards in which case the procedures for
copyrights defined in the Internet Standards process nust be
followed, or as required to translate it into |Ianguages other than
Engli sh.

The limted perm ssions granted above are perpetual and will not be
revoked by the Internet Society or its successors or assigns.

Thi s docunent and the information contained herein is provided on an
"AS | S" basis and THE | NTERNET SOCI ETY AND THE | NTERNET ENG NEERI NG
TASK FORCE DI SCLAI M5 ALL WARRANTI ES, EXPRESS OR | MPLI ED, | NCLUDI NG
BUT NOT LI M TED TO ANY WARRANTY THAT THE USE OF THE | NFORMATI ON
HEREI N W LL NOT | NFRI NGE ANY RI GHTS OR ANY | MPLI ED WARRANTI ES OF
MERCHANTABI LI TY OR FI TNESS FOR A PARTI CULAR PURPCSE.
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Fundi ng for the RFC Editor function is currently provided by the
I nternet Society.
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