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Response to RFC # 597: Host Status

| have several questions about the Novenber 1973 ARPANET
t opogr aphi cal map:

1. AMES is 4-connected, i.e. four network connections will go down
if the IMP fails. |Is there sone aspiration that | MPs shoul d be
no nore than three connected?

2. The seven IMPS in the Washington area are arranged into a | oop.
This guarantees that |ocal communi cation can take place even if
one connection fails, and is probably a worthwhile preparation
for area routing. On the other hand, for exanple, a break
between MT-1PC and MT-MAC will require themto conmunicate
through a 12-hop path through Washi ngton. This can be renedi ed
by a short (inexpensive) connection between Harvard and Lincoln
Labs. Is there a plan to pull the Boston area, the San
Franci sco area, and the Los Angeles area into |l oops |like the
Washi ngt on area?
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