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Using ODA for Translating Miultinmedia Information
1. Status of this Meno

The purpose of this RFCis to informinplenmentors of nmultinedia
systens about our experiences using | SO 8613: Ofice Docunent
Architecture (ODA). Because ODA is being proposed as an encoding
format for use in nmultinmedia mail and file exchange, inplenentors

wi shing to use ODA in an open systens environnent may profit from our
experiences. This nmeno provides information for the |nternet
community. It does not specify any standard. Distribution of this
meno is unlimted.

2. Overview

CDA is a recently approved |1SO (8613) and CCITT (T.410) standard for
representing docunents containing nultifont text, raster inmages and
geonetric graphics. This encoding has been specified for use in a
nunber of related standards, such as X 400.

However, ODA is a very abstract standard, defining entities such as
"conposite | ogical object classes" and not comopn entities, such as
"paragraphs”. Therefore, effective use of ODA as an interchange
medi um requires the definition of a docunent application profile
(dap) that defines sone common entities and a nmap bet ween CDA
entities defined in the dap and entities used in the interchanged
syst ens.

3. EXPRES Experiences

The National Science Foundation funded the EXPRES project, which

consi sted of groups at Carnegie Mellon University (Information

Technol ogy Center) and the University of Mchigan (Center for

I nformati on Technol ogy Integration). These two groups coll aborated
wi th groups at MDonnel | - Dougl as Aerospace Information Systens, N ST,
and Interleaf. Together, the five groups investigated the use of CDA
as an interchange nedium for submitting research proposal s by

el ectronic mail to the National Science Foundation.

Part of the investigations yielded strategies for using ODA. W based
our strategies on the NI ST dap and the features provided by the
Andrew, Di anond, and Interleaf systems. Qur experiences been
docunent ed and published in a book [1]. The discussion may be
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val uabl e for others who wish to use ODA as an interchange nedi um
4. Discl ai mer

The information provided in [1] is the opinion only of the authors
and does not represent the opinions or policies of Carnegie MlIlon
University, the University of M chigan, MDonnell-Dougl as Aerospace
Informati on Systens, NI ST, Interleaf, or the National Science
Foundat i on.
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